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CHAPTER 174
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ARRANGEMENT OF SECTIONS
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Registered Buildings
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Regigtration of buildingsset gpart for religiousworship.
Meaning of “ separatebuilding”.
Useof building asaschooal.
Cancdllation of regigtrationif building disused.
Rebuilding or repair of registered building.
Noticeto beplacedin registered building.
Consent required for use of registered building.
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Preliminariesto Marriage

Authority for solemnisation.

Banns of Matrimony

Publication of banns.

Notification to be madeto marriage officer before publication of
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31.  Caetificateof publication of banns.
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34. Restriction of Minister’spower.
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Notice of Marriage under the Foreign Marriage Act, 1892

46. Noticeof amarriage.

Notice of Intended Marriage under the Marriage of
British Subjects (Facilities) Act, 1915

47. Power to give notice of marriage intended to take placeinthe
United Kingdom.

48. Issueof certificatesof notice of marriage.
49.  Objectionstoissueof certificate of notice of marriage.

50. Recognition of certificatesfor marriageissuedinthe United
Kingdom.
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Solemnisation or Performance of Marriage
52. Provisonsasto solemnisation.
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for performance of marriage.

55.  Caseof marriage between infantsafter publication of banns.
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57. Marriages according to usages of Society of Friends.
58.  Voidmarriages.
PART VI
Registration of Marriages
59.  Supply of register book.
60. Keeping of register of marriages.
61. Duplicate Origind MarriageRegister.

62. Right to search registersand to have certified copiesof entries
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PART VII
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66. Penalty for fraudulent marriage.

THE SUBSTANTIVE LAWS OF BELIZE REVISED EDITION 2000
Printed by the Government Printer,
No. 1 Power Lane,
Belmopan, by the authority of
the Government of Belize.



Marriage [CAP.174 9

67. Pendlty for forgery of consent, etc.
68. Making falsedeclaration, etc.
69. Penaltiesfor fa se statements.

70. Performance by magistrate or Senior Justice of the Peace of avoid
marriage.

71. Liability of personslodging an objection onfrivolousgrounds.

72.  Omissonor refusa to comply with requirements.

PART IX
Miscellaneous
73. Dispensing with proof of certain preliminaries.
74. Prohibiting proceedingsto compel marriage.

75. Securing of property where necessary consent to marriage not
obtained.

76. Marriageofficers fees.
77.  Savingsasto marriagescontracted beforethisAct.
78. Marriagewith deceased wife'ssister validated.

79. Register of marriages celebrated intheyears 1897 to 1916 lostinthe
fireof 1918.
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FIRST SCHEDULE
SECOND SCHEDULE
CHAPTER 174
Ch. 184, MARRIAGE
RL.,1958.
CAP. 140,
563135?3_1990' [1st January, 1954]
16 of 1976.
320f 1980.
14 of 1982.
250f 1985.
27 of 1985. PARTI
27 of 1987. .
7 of 1995. Preliminary
6 of 2000.
Shorttitle. 1 ThisAct may becited astheMarriage Act.
Interpretation. 2. InthisAct, unlessthe context otherwiserequires.-
“digtrict” meansamarriagedistrict;
“infant”, for the purpose of thisAct, meansaperson under the age of
eighteenyears,
“judge’” meansajusticeof the Supreme Court;
“marriagedistrict” meansadistrict declared by section 7 tobeamarriage
digtrict;
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“marriage officer” meansamarriage officer appointed under thisAct;
“minister of religion” shall includeall personsordained or set apart tothe
ministry of any religion or duly authorised according to the usage of any
reigion;

“registered building” meansabuilding registered under thisAct asone
wherein banns of matrimony may be published.

PART II
Restrictionon Marriage

Persons Who May Not Intermarry

3.-(1) A marriage solemnised between aman and any of the persons
mentioned in thefirst column of Part | of the First Schedule, or betweena
woman and any of the persons mentioned in the second column of thesaid
Part 1, shal bevoid.

2 A marriage solemnized between aman and any of the persons
mentioned in thefirst column of Part |1 of the First Schedule, or betweena
woman and any of the persons mentioned in the second column of thesaid
Part 11, shall not bevoid or voidable by reason only of affinity.

3 A marriagewhich, by virtue of subsection (2), isnot void or
voidableif solemnised after the decease of any person shall bevoidif
solemnised during thelifetime of that person.

4) With referenceto the First Schedule, “brother” includesa
brother of thehhaf-blood, and “sister” includesasi ster of thehalf-blood.

4.-(1) A marriage solemnised between personseither of whomisunder the
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12 CAP.174] Marriage

age of fourteen shal bevoid.

2 NothinginthisAct shall affect any marriage solemnised or
contracted before the passing of thisAct, and any such marriage shall beor
becomevalidinany casewhere, if thisAct had not been passed, it would
have been or have becomevalid.

Consent to Marriage

Consent to 5.-(1) Subjecttothissection, consent tothe marriage of aninfant shal be
m?;rr'] fge of obtained in accordancewith thefollowing provisions-
320f 1980.

€)) if both theinfant’s parentsare alive and living together,
consent shall be obtained from both parents;

(b) if theinfant’sparentsareliving apart and theinfantis
living with one parent, consent shall be obtained from
the parent withwhom theinfantisliving;

(© if the parentsareliving apart and theinfantisnot living
with either, consent shall be obtained-

() from both parentsin any case wherethey are,
or have been married to each other, unlessthe
consent of one parent isdispensed with by a
magistrate;

(i) from the mother, in any case where the parents
have never been married,;

(d) if one of the parentsis dead and the parents had at any
time been married to each other, consent shall be
obtained from the surviving parent or any other person
whoisthelegal guardian of theinfant;
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(e if both parents are dead and they had at any time been
married to each other, consent shall be obtained from
any person whoisthelegal guardian of theinfant;

(f if theinfant’s parents had never been married to each
other and one or both of them isdead, consent shall be
obtained from the mother if sheisalive or from any
person whoisthelegal guardian of theinfant if the
mother of theinfant isdead.

2 Wherethe marriage of aninfant, not being awidower or
widow, isintended to be solemnised after the publication of banns of
matrimony, then, if any person whose consent to the marriageisrequired
under thisAct openly and publicly declaresor causesto bedeclared, inthe
registered building inwhich the bannsare published, at thetime of the
publication, hisdissent from theintended marriage, the publication of banns
shall bevoid.

3 Personswho may have attained the age of elghteenyearsand
widowersand widowsmay marry without the consent of others.

6.-(1) If- Guardian unable
or refusing to
. . . consent.
(a) the person whose consent is necessary to amarriageis
non compos mentis, or absent from Belize, or
otherwiseincapable as aforesaid of consenting, or
refuses hisor her consent; or
(b) thereisno one capabl e of consenting,
the personwishing to marry may apply by petitionto ajustice of the
Supreme Court, whois hereby empowered to proceed upon the petitionina
summary way.
THE SUBSTANTIVE LAWS OF BELIZE REVISED EDITION 2000
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Divisionof Belize
into marriage
districts.

2 If upon examination, the marriage proposed appearsto be
proper, thejudgeshall judicialy declarethat the marriageisproper and
order that it be solemnised forthwith.

(3 Every marriage duly solemnised in pursuanceand under the
authority of any such order shall beasgood, valid and effectual toal intents
and purposeswhatever, asif the consent had been given by the person
whose consent isrequired.

4 Rulesof court may be madefor enabling applicationsunder
thissection, and shall providethat, where an applicationismadein
consequence of arefusal to give consent, notice of the application shall be
served on the person who hasrefused consent.

PART Il1
Marriage Districts, Marriage Officersand Registered Buildings

MarriageDistricts

7.-(1) Theseverd judicia digtrictsintowhich Belizeisdivided arehereby
declared to be marriage districtsfor the purposes of thisAct.

2 No dteration at any timemadein thelimitsof any those
districtsshall affect any proceedingswhich at thetime of thedteration are
being taken under this Act to procure due solemnisation of any marriage, but
those proceedings may be continued and shal havethelike effect asif the
ateration had not taken place.
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Marriage Officers

8.-(1) TheMinister may, inhisdiscretion, appoint any minister of religiona
marriageofficer for Belize.

2 Any marriage officer may act in that character throughout
Bdize

0. No marriage officer shall berequiredto actinthat character with
respect to any marriage contrary to, or desired to be solemnisedin any
manner other than isprescribed by therules of thereligiousdenomination to
whichhebelongs.

10.-(2) All gpplicationsby ministersof religion for gppointment asmarriage
officersshall bemadeinwriting to the Solicitor Genera who shall without
delay transmit the gpplication to the Minister for hisconsideration.

2 Every minister of religion acting inthat character for a
congregation, or having thelocal superintendence of severa congregations,
who appliesto be appointed amarriage officer shal statein hisapplication
thenameor other description of the place of public worship or the
congregationsover which hehaslocal superintendence, and the postal
addressat or towhich all communicationsintended for him may be delivered
or sent.

3 All ministersof religionwhose names, designationsand usua
residencesare, at the passing of thisAct, registered in the office of the
Salicitor Genera aspersonsauthorised to cel ebrate marriages pursuant to
any law inforce at the commencement of thisAct shall bedeemed to have
made applicationsfor appointment under thissection asmarriage officers,
andthe Registrar General may require any of such ministersto supply tohim,
insuch form ashemay think fit, information regarding the namesor other
descriptionsof the placesof publicworship of the congregationsover which
they havelocal superintendence, and the postal addressesat or which all
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Tenure of office.

Temporary
absence of
marriage officer.

Cancellation of
appointment.

Register of
marriage officers.

Second Schedule.

Form 1.

Sending in of
application or
notifications.

Publication of
appointment and
charges.
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communicationsintended for them may be ddlivered or sent.

11. A marriageofficer, whenduly appointed, shdl retain hisofficeuntil it
isnotified inthe Gazette that he has ceased to be amarriage officer.

12. A marriageofficer whointendsto be absent temporarily from Belize
shdl notify the Registrar Genera of hisintention, and shall make
arrangements satisfactory to the Registrar General for the custody of the
marriageregister bookssuppliedto him.

13.  TheMinigter shal have power for good cause shownto cancel the
appointment of any marriage officer.

14.-(1) TheRegistrar Genera shall keep a“ Register of Marriage Officers’
inaccordancewith the Second Schedule, Form 1, of al marriage officers
appointed under thisAct.

2 Whenever amarriage officer changeshispostal addressas
last recorded onthelist of marriage officersat the Registrar Generd’soffice,
or takesthe active charge or superintendence of any place or placesof
worship of which hischarge or superintendenceisnot recorded at that
office, heshall forthwith report inwriting tothe Registrar Genera the change
of residence, postal addressor ministeria charge, and in default thereof his
appointment asmarriage officer may be cancelled.

15. Every application, notice or other notification required by thisAct to
be sent to the Registrar or Solicitor Generdl, if theminister concernedisa
member of any denomination having arecognised head in Belize, shall be
sent through that head.

16.  All appointmentsunder thisAct, and all changesof residence, postal
addressor ministeria change of marriage officersshall bepublishedinthe
Gazette.
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Magistrate and Senior Justice of the Peace 6 of 2000.

17.-(1) All magistratesand senior justices of the peace shall havefull power Magistrates and

and authority to perform marriagesunder thisAct withinthedistrictsfor senior justices of
which they are appointed magistrates or senior justices of the peace, and tmhzrﬁea‘;eoi‘f’i g:rs
they shall be marriage officerswithinthemeaning of thisAct. 140f %82‘

6 of 2000.

(2)  Itshal not benecessary for the Registrar General toenterthe  60f 2000.
names of magistratesand senior justices of the peacein the Register of
Marriage Officers.

(3  Theposta addressof amagistrate or thesenior justiceof the ~ 60f 2000.
peace under thisAct shall bethe office of themagistrate or the senior justice
of the peace, asthe case may be.

18. A magistrateor asenior justice of the peace shal not performany Limitation of
functionsor act in respect of marriagesel sewherethaninthemagistrate's POWETS.
o - : . ) 140f 1982.
officeinthedistrict, or otherwisethanin accordancewith the express 6.0f 2000
provisonsof thisAct: '

Provided that the Minister may permit amarriageto be performed 6 of 2000.
elsawherethaninthe magistrate’ sofficeinthedistrict on such conditionsas
to the keeping of records or otherwise ashe may think fit, and every such
marriage shall be deemed to have been performed in the magistrate' soffice,
and the provisionsof thisAct and theregul ations made thereunder with
respect to the performance of marriagesshall apply to every such marriage.

Reqistered Buildings

19.-(1) Thehead of every denomination of the Christianreligionin Belize, Registration of
within one month after the commencement of thisAct, shall make out and gtu't'hdéngs in use

sendtothe Registrar Generd alist of dl buildingsexclusively used asplaces commencement
of public Christian worship belonging to the denomination of whichheishead 4t this Act.
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Registration of
buildings set apart
for religious
worship.

wherein bannsof matrimony areto be published.

2 TheRegistrar Genera shall register the buildingsin abook to
be kept for that purpose at his office and make out, and causeto be
published inthe Gazette, alist of al of them, inwhichlist thereshall be
stated the marriagedistrict within which each building soregisteredis
Stuate.

(3 A copy of thelist, or of the Gazette containing it, shall be
sent to the head of every such denomination and every marriage officer.

4 Whereitisdesredtoregister abuilding belongingtoa
denomination which hasno head in Belizeand which hasbeen exclusively
used asaplace of Christian worship bel onging to that denomination, and
wherein banns of matrimony areto be published, the personin charge of the
building shall do, inrespect of it, what by theforegoing provisionsis
required to be done by the head of adenomination, and the Registrar
Generd shal ded withthe building in the manner provided by those
provisons.

20.-(1) Any proprietor, trustee or other person who hasthe sole control of
aseparate building used asaplace of Christian worship may apply tothe
Registrar General in order that the building may beregistered for the
publication of banns, and in that case shall deliver or sendtothe Registrar
Generd acertificate Sgned by not lessthan five househol dersresident within
themarriagedistrict, that the building hasbeen and isintended to beused as
ausua placeof publicreligiousworship, and that they desirethe placeto be
registered for the purposesof thisAct, which certificate shall be
countersigned by the proprietor, trustee or other person making the
goplication.

(2 TheRegidrar Generd shall-

€)) on recel pt of the certificate, register the buildinginthe
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book inwhich buildings used for the publication of
banns are registered and indorse on the certificate the
date of theregistration;

(b) keep the certificate with the other records of hisoffice,
and give acertificate of theregistration under hishand
on stout paper to the person by whom the certificateis
countersigned;

(©) give public notice of theregistration of the building by
advertisement in the Gazette; and

(d) demand and receivefor the entry, certificateand
publication, at thetime of the delivery to him of the
application or registration, the sum of ten dollars.

21.  Anybuilding or part of abuilding which hasbeen, andisintended to
be, used regularly for public religiousworship shall betakento beaseparate
building for the purpose of being registered under section 20, notwithstanding
that itisunder the sameroof with any other building or formsapart only of a
building.

22.  Theuseof any building for the purposes of aschool, or theholding
of any entertainment thereinfor any object in connection therewithwhile
reigiousworshipisnot going ontherein, shal not prevent that building being
registered for the publication of banns, and the Registrar Generdl, if satisfied
that the necessities of any marriage district so required and not otherwise,

maly, on application asabove provided, register for the publication of bannsa

buildinginwhichthereligiousworship of any denominationisusually carried
onwithinthat district, notwithstanding that it isused for other purposeswhile
religiousworshipisnot going ontherein.

Meaning of
“ separate
building”.

Use of building
as a school.
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Cancellation of
registration if
building disused.

Rebuilding or
repair of registered
building.

23.-(1) If, at any time subsequent to theregistration of abuilding, itismade
to appear to the satisfaction of the Registrar Genera that the building has
been disused for the public religiousworship of the congregation onwhose
behalf itisregistered under thisAct, heshall causetheregistration thereof to
be cancelled.

2 If itisproved tothesatisfaction of the Registrar Generd that
the same congregation useinstead thereof some other building for the
purposesof publicworship, hemay substitute and register the new place of
worshipintheplaceof the disused building.

(3 Every applicationfor cancelling theregistration of adisused
building, or for the subgtitution and registration of asubstituted building, shdll
be madeto the Registrar Generd, and the cancell ation or substitution when
made and the date thereof shall be entered in the book provided for the
registration of thosebuildings.

4 TheRegistrar General shdl certify and publish every such
cancellation or substitutionin manner hereinbefore provided in the case of
theoriginal registration of the building which has become disused.

5) For every substitution, the Registrar Generd shall demand
andreceiveat thetimeof thedelivery of the certificate from the party
requiring the substitution the sum of two dollarsand fifty cents.

(6) After the cancellation or substitution has been made by the
Registrar Generd, no bannsof matrimony shall be published in thedisused
building unlessitisagainregistered inthe manner provided in section 20.

24.-(1) Whenever aregistered building isbeing reconstructed or repaired,
theRegistrar General, on applicationinwriting madeto himfor that
purpose, may direct that banns of matrimony may be publishedinany
church or other buildingin the samemarriagedistrict which heinwriting
nominates, for such period ashe may think fit pending the re-opening of the
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registered building for the performance of divineservice.

2 During thewhole of any such period that church or building,
for all purposesrelating to the publication of bannsof matrimony, shall be
deemed and taken to be the registered building under reconstruction or

repair.

25.  Thereshal beposted in some conspicuousplaceat themain
entrance, or one of the main entrances, of every registered building, anotice
inthesewords:

“Bannsmay bepublishedinthisbuilding”.
26. No bannsshal be published inany registered building without the
consent of theminister or other person having the charge and control thereof,
or of the head of the denomination to which theminister belongs, whereheis
by law empowered to givethat consent.

PART IV

Preliminariesto Marriage

27.-(1) Except inthecasesmentioned in Part V11, no marriage shall be
solemnised or celebrated unlessthereisproduced to the marriage officer
solemnising or celebrating it, acertificateor certificates, asthe case may be,
of thedue publication of the bannswithin the preceding three months, or a
licenceof theMinister whichisdtill inforce.

2 Whereamarriageisto be solemnised by amarriage officer
officiatingintheregistered building inwhich bannsof that marriage hasbeen
withintheaforesaid period duly published, or isto be celebrated at adistrict
officer’sofficewhere any noticereating to that marriage, and still inforce,
hasbeen duly given, it shall not be necessary toissueacertificate of the
publicationinthat registered building or of the noticegiveninthat office.
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Banns of Matrimony

Publication of 28.-(1) Any minister of the Chrigtianreligion, ordained or otherwise set

banns. gpart totheministry thereof, according to the usage of the communion to
which hebelongs, if ppointed asamarriage officer under thisAct, may
himself, or by someoneofficiating under hiscontrol, publish bannsof
matrimony between personswishing to bejoined together in holy
matrimony.

2 The publication shal bemadein an audible manner sometime
during public divine service on aSunday, intheface of the congregation
beforewhom, andintheregistered buildinginwhich, theminister officiates,
inthe marriagedistrict inwhich dwell both of the partiesto be married.

(3 The publication shal contain the Christian and other name
and surname and place of abode of each of the partiesand made onthree
Sundayswithin aperiod not exceeding three months preceding the
solemnisation of themarriage.

4 If the partiesto bemarried dwell in different marriage
digtricts, thebannsshall be published inlike manner in each marriage
digtrict.

(5 If one or both of the partiesdwell inany place not withinany
marriagedistrict, then the banns of the party or partiesto be married who
dwell there shdl be published in manner aforesaidin somemarriagedistrict
next adjoining thereto.
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29.-(1) No marriage officer shall be obliged to publish banns between any Notification to

personswhomever, unlessthe personsto be married, two daysat the least be made to
beforethetimerequired for thefirst publication of the bannsrespectively, marriageofficer
ddliver or causeto beddivered to the marriage officer, anotice of their true bﬁfb?irs ~tion of
Christian and other namesand surnames, their respective profession or Eanns by parties
occupation, and adescription of their place or respective placesof abodein  intending to
themarriagedistrict or place aforesaid, and of thetimeduring which they mary.

dwelt there.

2 The personsto be married shall state whether they, or one,
and if oneonly which of them, have or hasbeen married before.

3 Thenoticeshal further contain astatement signed by both
partiesto the effect that they know of no lawful impediment to their marriage
with each other.

30.-(2) If anyonewhose consent to amarriageisby thisAct required, Publication,
forbidsthe marriage and gives noticethereof beforeit issolemnised tothe when void.
minister publishing thebannstherefor, the publication of thosebannsshall be

void unlessthe person so objecting afterwardswithdraws his objection,

whereupon the publication shall hold good.

2 Whenever three calendar monthsfromthelast publication of
banns of matrimony expire beforethe marriageto which those bannsrelate
has been solemni sed, the publication of thebannsshall bevoid.

3 If the publication of any bannsisvoid under thissection, the
partiesto whoseintended marriage the publication of bannsrelatesshall not
bemarried pursuant to those banns, but banns may be published anew inthe
manner and form provided under thisAct.

31.-(1) Theofficiating minister at any registered building wherebannshave Certificateof
been duly published under thisAct shall, unlessthat publicationisvoid, onthe ~ Publication of
request of both or either of the partieswhose banns have been published, banns.
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givetotheparty requiring it acertificate of the bannshaving been duly
publishedinthat building.

2 For the certificate, the officiating minister shall beentitledto
demand and receive afee of onedollar.

32.-(1) TheRegistrar General shal providefor usein the publication of
banns of matrimony under thisAct aproper “ Register of Banns’ of
substantial paper, ruled and having the severd pagesnumbered
progressively.

2 Thebannsshall be published from theregister book and not
from loose paper and, after publication, the book shall be signed by the
officiating minister or by some person under hisdirection.

MarriageLicences

33.  Subjecttotherestriction mentionedin section 34, the Minister, or
any person authorised by him, may if hethinksfit in any casegrant alicence
to marry without publication of banns.

34.  Whereeither of the parties, not being awidower or widow, isan
infant, thelicence shal not be granted until the consent of one of the persons
mentionedin section 5 (1) (a) to (f) hasbeen first obtained according to the
circumstancesof the case.

35.  Thepartieswhointendto marry, or either of them, may requirethat
thelicenceshall authorisethe solemnisation of themarriage, in respect of
which applicationfor thelicenceismade, by any marriage officer by whom
that marriage could have been solemnised if bannsthereof bad been
published under thisAct, or by the Registrar Generdl.

36.-(1) Thepersonwho desiresto obtain alicenceto marry shall apply
therefor by petition at |east three daysbeforeit isrequired.
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@
(@)

(b)

(©)

(d)

(€)

()

)

Thepetition shal Sate-

the Christian or other names and surnames of the
parties, their respective rank, profession or occupation;

the place where, and the marriage officer by whom, the
marriageisto be solemnised or whether the marriageis
to be performed by the Registrar General;

whether the parties or either of them have or has been
previoudy married;

that they know of no impediment of kindred, or alliance,
or other lawful cause, to prevent the proposed marriage;

that one of the said parties, for the space of at | east
three daysimmediately preceding the date of thelicence,
hasor shall haveresidedin Belize;

where either of the parties, not being awidower or
widow, isan infant, that the consent of the persons or
person whose consent to the marriageisrequired under
this Act has been obtained.

Thepetition shall be signed by both partiesand shall be

verified by affidavit and accompanied by such other evidence of the
statementstherein madeasthe Minister may fromtimetotime prescribein
the case of these petitions.

(4)

It shall be permissiblefor the partiesto submit the petition from

outsde Bdizeinanticipation of their arrival in Belizeto celebratethe

marriage.

37.-(1) A licenceshall beintheform prescribed by the Minister.
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2 No suchlicenceshall beissued until the applicant haspaid the
followingfeeintothe Treasury, asappropriate:

€)) if one or both parties are Belizean nationals—afee of
fifty dollars;

(b) if both parties are non-Belizean —afee of two hundred
dollars:

Provided that the Minister may, if hethinksfit, waivethe payment of
thefeesspecified in thissubsection.

38. If any objectiontothegrant of any licencefor amarriage belodged
at the office of the Permanent Secretary or at the office of amagistrate, that
objection being duly signed by or on behalf of the personwho lodgesit,
stating hisplace of residence and the ground of objection, nolicenceshall
beissued until the Minister hasexamined into the matter of the objection
and issatisfied that it ought not to obstruct the grant of thelicencefor the
marriage, or until the objectioniswithdrawn by the party who lodgesit.

39.  Whenever three calendar months have expired beforethemarriage
towhichthelicence rel ates has been solemni sed, that licence shall bevoid,
and, beforethe parties can be married by licence, afresh licence must be
obtained asif no licence had been previoudy granted.

Notice of Marriages to the Magistrate

40.-(1) The personswho desireto havetheir marriage celebrated by a
magistrate or asenior justice of the peace shall givenoticeunder their hands
inForm 2 or tothelikeeffect to the magistrate of thedistrict withinwhich
they have dwelt for not lessthan three daysthen next preceding.

2 If the partiesdwell in different marriagedistricts, each shal
givelikenoticeto the magistrate of the district wherein heor shehasdwelt
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for theperiod aforesaid.

3 Thenoticeshdl haveat thefoot thereof astatutory
declaration, made and signed by the partiesor party giving it, stating-

)] that they, or he, or she, asthe case may be, know or
knows of no impediment of kindred, alliance or other
lawful hindrance, to the said marriage;

(b) that they, or he, or she, asthe case may be, for the 7 of 1995.
space of three daysimmediately preceding the giving of
the notice, have or has had their, hisor her usual place
of abode and residence within thedistrict of the
magi strate to whom the notice or notices, asthe case
may be, isor are so given; and

(©) when any of the partieswho desireto marry, not being a
widower or widow, isan infant, further stating that the
consent of the persons whose consent to that marriageis
by law required, or ajudge, has been given.

4 Thedeclaration may be made before and taken by anyone by
law authorised to administer an oath, or beforeand by the magistrateto
whom the noticeisabout to be given.

) Thesaid notice shall not bereceived by any magistrate unless
itisinthe prescribed form and accompanied by the declaration aforesaid.

41.-(1) Themagistrateto whomthenoticeof marriageisgivenshdl forthwith  Filing and entry
fileit withtherecordsof hisoffice, and also enter the particularsthereof in of notice.

the book to be called the“Marriage Notice Book”, and for each entry there 140f 1982
shall bedemanded and received afee of twenty-five cents.
2 Themarriage notice book may at any reasonabletimebe
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ingpected without fee by anyone.

42.  Themagistratewho receivesthe notice shall causeatrueand exact
copy thereof, with astatement under hishand that any objectionsto the
intended marriage must belodged with him within twenty-one daysfromthe
date thereof, to be suspended or affixed in some conspicuous place outside
hisofficefor thetwenty-one daysnext after theday of theentry of the
noticein hisMarriage Notice Book.

43.-(1) Upontheexpiration of twenty-one days next after the day of the
entry of thenoticein hisMarriage Notice Book, themagistrate shdl issue
under hishand, at therequest of any party giving thenotice, acertificatein
Form 3, if nolawful impediment or valid objection to the marriage hasbeen
inthemeantimeshowntoexist.

2 For every such certificate, themagistrate shal demand and
receiveafee of onedollar.

44.-(1) Anyone may enter an objectiontotheissueof amagistrate’s
certificate on theground of any legal impediment to amarriage between the
partiesor of consent on the part of anyonewhose consent isrequiredto the
marriage not having been obtained.

2 Theobjection shdl-
€)) beinwriting and signed by or on behalf of the person
who entersit;
(b) state hisname and place of residence and the ground of
his objection; and
(© belodged with the magi strate within twenty-one days

from the date of the notice set up outside his office
under section 42.
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3 When any objectionisso lodged, the magistrate shall transmit
it toajustice of the Supreme Court who shall decide uponit asexpeditiously
asthecircumstances of the casewill alow, the objection so transmitted being
asfar aspracticableregarded and dealt with asapetition.

4 Themagidtrateinthat case shall suspend theissueof his
certificateuntil hereceivesacertified copy of thejudge sdecision, and shall
actin conformity therewith.

(5) The costsof andincidental to the decision by ajudge on any
objection shal beinthejudge sdiscretion.

45.  Whenever three calendar months have expired beforethe marriage Certificate, when
towhich acertificate rel ateshas been performed that certificate shll bevoid, Vo9

and the parties shall not be married pursuant to that certificate, but afresh

notice shall begiven asif no proceedings had previoudy been takento obtain

acertificate.

Notice of Marriage under the Foreign Marriage Act, 1892

Noticeof a
46.-(1) A noticeof amarriageintended to be solemnised under the Foreign marriage.
Marriage Act 1892, shall be given tothe Registrar General by oneof the 1892,¢.23.

partiesintending the marriagewho hashad hisor her usua abodein some
placein Belizefor theweek immediately preceding or for such other period
astheMinister may, fromtimeto timeby Order publishedinthe Gazette,
prescribe.

2 Thenoticeshal begivenin Form4 and shall be publishedin Second
the Gazettefor three consecutive weeks on payment of the prescribed fee. Schedule.

Form4.
3 TheRegistrar General, unlessheisawareof any impediment
or obyjection which should obstruct the solemnisation of themarriage, shall
giveacertificate that the notice has been so given and published asaforesaid,
inthelikemanner andinthelikeform, sofar asthe sameisapplicableon
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(©)
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United Kingdom aBritish subject resident in the United Kingdom may give
tothe Registrar Genera notice of hisor her intended marriage.

A notice of marriage shall bein Form 5, and shall containa
statutory declaration by the person giving the noticeto the effect:-

that both partiesto theintended marriage are British
subjects;

that the declarant hasresided in Belizefor the
immediately preceding seven days or such other period
as may from timeto time be prescribed,;

that the declarant believesthat thereisnot any
impediment to the intended marriage as provided by
thisAct or otherwise;

whether either party to theintended marriageisan
infant, and if so and such party isnot awidower or
widow, that the consent of the personswhose consent
tothe marriageisby law required has been obtained,
or that thereis no person having authority to give such
consent, in which case an order of ajudge authorising
the marriage shall be obtained; and

giving such other particulars or information asmay from
timeto time be prescribed.
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3 TheRegistrar Genera shall preserve every notice of marriage,
and shall on payment to him of thefee of fivedollars cause atrue copy
thereof to be posted at the Court Housein Belizefor the period of fourteen
consecutivedaysor for such other period asmay fromtimetotimebe
prescribed.

48.-(1) When anotice of marriage has been duly posted, the Registrar
Genera shdl, unlessavalid objectionto theissue of acertificate of notice of
marriage hasbeen ddivered to him, issueacertificate of noticeof marriage
which shal bein Form6.

2 A certificate of notice of marriage shdl not beissued after the
expiration of three monthsfrom the date when the noti ce of marriagewas
giventothe Registrar Generd unless, inthe opinion of the Registrar General,
the delay was caused by thelodgment of an objection.

49.-(1) Any person may lodge with the Registrar General an objectiontothe
issueof acertificate of noticeof marriage on any of thefollowing grounds-

(a) that hisconsent to the marriageisrequired by law;

(b) that either of the partiesto theintended marriageisnot a
British subject;

(c) on any ground which preventsthe lawful solemnisation
of themarriage; or

(d) that the declaration contained in the notice of marriage
is, inany material particular, incorrect,

andinsuch casethe Registrar Genera shall inquireinto theobjection and, if
satisfied that the objectionisvalid, shall not issue hiscertificate of notice of

marriage.
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2 Every decision of the Registrar Genera on an objectiontothe
issue of acertificate of notice of marriage shall be deemed to beajudgment
of aninferior court, and the provisionsof Part X of the Supreme Court of
Judicature Act, shdl apply accordingly.

50.-(1) Certificatesfor marriageissued by superintendent registrarsin
England and certificatesfor marriageissued by registrars, and certificates of
proclamation of bannsin Scotland, and certificates of marriageissued by
registrarsin Ireland shall be recognized and accepted by al persons
concerned as sufficient noticein respect of marriages between British
subjectsintended to be solemnised or contracted in Belize.

2 For the purpose of thissection, theexpression “ certificatefor
marriage’ inreferenceto certificatesissuedin Scotland meansacertificate
of due publication of noticeof intentionto marry.

51.  TheMinister may, fromtimetotime, by Order publishedinthe
Gazette, makeregulations-

€)) with respect to any matter or thing which under section
47 may be prescribed,;

(b) for altering Forms5 and 6; and

(c) generally for carrying into effect sections 47 to 51.

PARTV
Solemnisation or Performance of Marriage

52. Every marriage shall, except inthe casesmentioned in Part V11, be
solemnised or performed-
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(@)

(b)

(©)

(d)

between the hours of fiveinthe morning and nineinthe
evening, if solemnised by anyone other than amagistrate
or asenior justice of the peace, and between the hours
of ten inthe morning and four inthe afternoon, if
performed at amagistrate’ s office;

by the Registrar General or by somemarriage officerin
the presence of two or more credible witnesses besides
the Registrar General or the marriage officer;

according to theform and ceremony the parties seefit to
adopt:

Provided that in some part of the ceremony, the
consent of each party to accept the other ashisor her
wifeor husband isclearly expressed in the presence of
the marriage officer and the witnesses;

if themarriageis performed in amagistrate’soffice or by
the Registrar General, by each of the parties saying to
the other “1 call upon these persons here present to
witnessthat I, A.B., do takethee, C.D., to be my lawful
wedded wife (or husband)”.

53.-(1) If the partiesto amarriage contracted at the magistrate’ sofficeor
performed by the Registrar General desireto add thereligious ceremony
ordained or used by any church or persuasion to the marriage so contracted,
they may present themsel vesfor that purposeto any minister of that church
or persuasion, who, upon the production of their certificate of marriage by
themagistrate or the Registrar General, may if hethinksfit, performthe
marriage serviceof thechurch or persuasion to which hebelongs, but nothing
inthe performance of that service shall supersedeor invalidateamarriage so
previoudy contracted, nor shall the performance of that service beentered as
amarriage among themarriagesin any marriageregister provided under this
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Act.

2 Noreligiousserviceshall beused at any marriage performed
at amagistrate’ soffice or by the Registrar General.

54.-(1) A feeof ten dollarsshall be paid by the partiesto the magistrate or
senior justice of the peace or the Registrar General for performing any
marriageunder thisAct.

2 All feesreceived by amagistrate or senior justice of the
peace or the Registrar General under thisAct shall bepaidintothe
Consolidated Revenue Fund.

55. No person who performsamarriage under thisAct after due
publication of banns as af oresai d between persons, both or one of whom,
not being awidow or widower, areor isat thetimeof themarriagean
infant, shall beanswerableor responsible, or liableto any pain, penalty or
proceeding for having solemnised the marriage without the consent of the
parentsor guardians, or other persons, if any, whose consent isrequired by
law, unlessthose parentsor guardians, or other persons, or oneof them,
forbid the marriage and give notice thereof to the marriage officer beforehe
has solemnised themarriage.

56. Subject to thisPart, thefollowing marriages may be performed on
theauthority of acertificate of the Registrar Genera or amagistrate-

(@)
(b)

amarriagein the office of amagistrate;

amarriage according to the usages of the Society of
Friends, commonly called Quakers,

(c) amarriage between two persons professing the Jewish
religion according to the usages of the Jews,

REVISED EDITION 2000
Printed by the Government Printer,
No. 1 Power Lane,
Belmopan, by the authority of
the Government of Belize.



Marriage [CAP.174 35

(d) amarriage according to therites of the Church of
England;

(e inthe case of any other marriage, according to such
form and ceremony asthe personsto be married seefit
to adopt.

57.-(1) No person who isnot amember of the Society of Friendsshall be Marriages
married according to the usages of that Society unlessheor sheisauthorised ~ according to

to be so married under or in pursuance of ageneral ruleof thesaid Society in gi?;sysz
England. Friends.

2 A marriage solemnised according to the said usages shal not
bevdid unlesseither-

@ the person giving notice of marriage declares, either
verbally or, if so required, inwriting, that each of the
partiesto the marriageis either amember of the Society
of Friendsor isin profession with or of the persuasion of
that Society; or

(b) thereisproduced to the magistrate or the senior justice 140f 1982,
of the peace, at thetime when notice of marriageis 6 0f 2000.
given, acertificate purporting to be signed by aregister-
ing officer of the Society of Friendsin England to the
effect that any party to the marriagewhoisnot a
member of the Society of Friends, or in profession with
or of the persuasion of that Society, isauthorised to be
married according to the said usages under or in pur-
suance of ageneral rule of the said Society in England.

3 Any such certificate shal befor al purposesconclusive
evidencethat any persontowhomit relatesisauthorised to bemarried
according to the usages of the said Society, and the entry of themarriageina
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marriage register book under Part V1, or acertified copy thereof made
under thesaid Part V1, shall be conclusive evidence of the production of
suchacertificate.

4 A copy of any generd ruleof the Society of Friends
purporting to be signed by therecording clerk for thetime being of thesaid
Society in London shal be admitted asevidence of thegenera ruleindl
proceedingstouching thevaidity of any marriage solemnised according to
the usagesof thesaid Society.

Void marriages. 58.  If any person, except inthe casementionedin Part V11, knowingly
or wilfully intermarry under thisAct-

(&)  without having given due notice of marriage; or

(b)  without acertificatefor marriage having been duly
issued by amarriage officer to whom notice of marriage
was granted; or

400f 1963. (© without alicence by the Minister; or

(d) ontheauthority of acertificatewhichisvoid under this
Act; or

140f 1982. (e in the case of amarriagein the office of amagistrate or
the Registrar General, in the absence of the magistrate
or the Registrar General or of two credible witnesses
besidesthe magistrate or the Registrar General; or

(f) in the case of any other marriage, in the absence of a
marriage officer or of two crediblewitnesses besides
themarriage officer,

themarriagesndl bevoid.
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PART VI
Registration of Marriage

59.-(1) An*Origina Marriage Register” and separate sheetsfor a“Duplicate  Supply of
Marriage Register”, all of substantial paper accordingtotheformsprovided ~ register book.
under thisAct for theregistration of marriages, shal, whenever necessary, be

supplied to each marriage officer by the Registrar Generd.

2 Thecost of providing the books and separate sheets shall be
defrayed from money granted by the National Assembly.

60.-(1) Immediately after the solemnisation or performance of every Keeping of
marriage, an entry thereof shall bemadein an Origina Marriage Register by igﬁ%g

themarriage officer or other person authorised to perform the same.

2 Inevery entry in every suchregister, it shall be expressed that 140f 1992,
themarriage washad by banns, or by licence of the Minister or magistrate’'s
or Registrar Generd’scertificate.

3 If both or either of the partiesmarried by licenceor certificate
isaninfant and not awidow or widower, it shall be stated that it was had
with the consent of the parents or guardians, or other personsor person
having lawful authority to withhold consent to themarriage, or after an order
of ajudge.

4 Theentry shal besigned by themarriage officer, with his
proper description, and by the partiesmarried, and shall be attested by the
two witnesses.

5) Every entry shall bein or to the effect of Form 7. Second
Schedule.
. . . Form?7.
(6) Themarriageofficer or the Registrar Generad shdl,
immediately after the marriage, deliver to one of the partiesto themarriagea
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14 0f 1982.

Duplicate Origina

Marriage Register.

Second Schedule.
Form8.

certified copy of theentry madeinthe Original Marriage Register.

(7) Thebishop, chairman or head of thedenominationtowhicha
marriage officer belongsand every magistrate sha | makearrangementsfor
thecustody of every Origina Marriage Register which shall bekept when
not in useinasafe container and availablefor al purposesof thisAct.

61.-(1) Beforethe partiesdepart from the place of marriage, themarriage
officer shdl enter inaform, hereinafter referred to asthe Duplicate Original
Marriage Register, asshownin Form 8, the same matter asisenteredinthe
Origina Marriage Regigter, and thisform shal be signed by themarriage
officer, the partiesto the marriage and the two witnessesthereto.

2 All Duplicate Origina Marriage Registersmadein any one
calendar month shal, within thefirst ten daysof the calendar month next
following, betransmitted by the marriage officer tothe Registrar Genera
and shall befiled and safely preserved by himin hisoffice.

3 Every marriage officer shal be entitled to demand and
receive, out of the moneyswhich the National Assembly providesfor that
purpose, the sum of twenty-five centsfor every marriage so entered and
transmitted.

4 Every Origind Marriage Register, and ad so every copy
thereof certified under the hand of the marriage officer, who for thetime
being hasthelawful custody of theorigina, to beatrue copy, and every
Duplicate Original Marriage Register, and also every copy thereof, certified,
under the hand of the Registrar Generd or hislawful deputy to beatrue
copy, shall respectively be good evidence of thefactsthereinrecorded in
pursuanceof thisActinall courtsand proceedingswhatever inwhichit may
be necessary to give evidence of the marriagetowhich they relate.
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62.  All personsat al reasonabletimesinthe day, except Saturdays,
Sundaysand public holidays, may searchtheoriginal registers, and dsothe
fileof duplicateorigina registers, inthe presence of thepersonfor thetime
being having the care of them respectively, or hisdeputy, and may haveatrue
copy of any entry therein, certified under the hand of the marriage officer or
officersfor thetimebeing respectively having the custody of the Origina
Marriage Register or Duplicate Original Marriage Register asaforesaid, as
the case may be, which true copy the marriage officer or Registrar General,
or hislawful deputy, ishereby required to make, examineand certify under
hishand to be atrue copy, intheform of the Duplicate Original Marriage
Register, except that the copy shall be headed “ Certified Copy of Origina
(or Duplicate Origina) Marriage Register”, asthe case may be, and shall be
dated on the day, month and year whenitisdelivered.

63.  TheMinister may fromtimetotimemakerulesfor prescribingthe
feespayablein respect of all or any of the mattersrequired to bedone by
thisAct.

PART VII
Clinical Marriages

64.-(1) A marriageofficer may solemniseamarriage, without any licence, or
certificate of notice, or publication of bannsof matrimony, between two
persons, one of whom he believesfrom the certificate of amedical
practitioner, if amedical practitioner has beenin attendance on that person,
or if no practitioner isactually in attendance on that person or if it appearsto
themarriage officer impossibleto obtain acertificateintime, thenfromhis
own observation, to bein articulo mortis, the person, beforethe

solemni sation, declaring that he or shebelievesthat he or sheisat the point
of degth.

2 Themarriage shall not be solemnised-
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(@ unlessboth partiesare ableto signify their consent
thereto in the presence of two witnesses;

(b)  whereeither of the partiesisaninfant, not being a
widower or widow, without the verbal or written
consent of the person whose consent isby law required
and if that person is present, the consent may be given
orally, and the person shall sign theregister of the
marriagein token of assent thereto, but if the personis
absent the consent shall beinwriting, and shall be
attached to the Duplicate Original Marriage Register.

(3) A marriage so solemnised or performed shall be specialy
registered, and the certificate of the medical practitioner, or themarriage
officer who performed the ceremony, asthe case may be, that in hisopinion
thesick personisat the point of death, shall be attached to the Duplicate
Origind MarriageRegigter.

4 TheOrigina Marriage Register and the Duplicate Origina

Second Schedule.  Marriage Register shall contain the particularsrequired by, and bein, Form
Form®. 9, but shall inall other respectsbe subject to the provisionsof thisAct
relating to marriageregisters.

(5) Thecertificateto be given by amedica practitioner, or a

Second Schedule.  Marriageofficer, for the purposes of thissection, shall bein Form 10.
Form10.

(6) Thefee payableto any government medical officer for the
certificateshall befivedollarsif aspecia vistisnot required beforeit can
begiven, butif aspecia vistisrequired, afeeof tendollars.

(7) No marriage solemnised under thissection shal bevalid
unlesstheforegoing conditionsare observed.
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PART VIII
Offences

65.-(1) Every person who knowingly and wilfully- UflldUW_ _
solemnising

(8  solemnisesor performsmarriage at any other timethan gg@‘?m

between the hours of fiveinthe morning and nineinthe fraudulent

evening, except inthe case mentioned in Part V1I; or marriage.
(b) solemnises or performs marriage, except asaforesaid, 400f 1963.
without due publication of banns of matrimony, or 140f 1982.

licence of marriage from the Minister or person
authorised by him, or certificate from amagistrate or the
Registrar General first had and obtained; or

(©) solemnisesor performsany marriage, except as 140f 1982,
aforesaid, more than three months after the last
publication of banns, or theissue of alicenceby the
Minister or person authorised by him, or the entry of a
notice of the marriage by amagistrate; or

(d) solemnises or performs, or professes or attemptsto
solemnise or perform, the marriage of any infant, not
being awidower or widow, without the written consent
of the person required under thisAct to give such
consent; or

(e) solemnises or performs, or professes or attemptsto
solemnise or perform, the marriage of any infant, not
being awidower or widow, under aconsent given by a
person not required to giveit under thisAct; or

(f solemnises or performs, or professes or attemptsto
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solemnise or perform, any marriagein any case
contrary to, or without compliance with the provisions
of, thisAct,

commitsamisdemeanour, and on conviction thereof onindictment shall be
liableto afinenot exceeding five thousand dollarsor toimprisonment for
any term not exceeding two years, or to both such fineand term of
imprisonmen.

2 All prosecutionsunder thissection shal becommenced within
threeyearsafter the offencewas committed.

Penalty for 66.-(1) Every person who-
fraudulent
marriage. (@)  wilfully marriesany infant, not being awidower or

widow, whom he or she knowsto be an infant, without
previously obtaining the consent required to be
obtained prior to the cel ebration of marriagewith an
infant; or

(b) induces, or endeavoursto induce, any marriage officer
or other person to celebrate or perform such marriage;
or

(c) knowingly abets or assists any person to commit an
offence under paragraphs(a) and (b) of this
subsection,

commitsamisdemeanour, and on conviction thereof onindictment shall be
liableto afinenot exceeding five thousand dollarsor toimprisonment for
any term not exceeding two years, or to both such fineand term of
Imprisonment.

2 All prosecutionsunder thissection shal be commenced within
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threeyearsafter the offence was committed.

67.-(1) Every personwhoforges, or assistsinforging, or procuresto be
forged-

)] any consent purporting to be aconsent of or by a
person whose consent isrequired by thisAct to the
marriage of aninfant; or

(b) any certificate purporting to be acertificate under this
Act; or

(©) any copy of awriting purporting to beissued by the
Registrar General under thisAct,

commitsafelony.

2 Every person who utters, or assistsin uttering, or procuresto
be uttered, knowing the sameto beforged, any such consent, certificateor
writing commitsafeony.

3 Every personwho signs, or transmitsto the Registrar Generd,
any such consent, certificate or writing which to hisknowledge containsany
fase statement therein commitsafelony.

4 Every personwhoisguilty of felony under thissection shal be
liabletoimprisonment for aterm not exceeding fiveyears.

68. Every person who knowingly and wilfully makesany fase
declaration, statutory or otherwise, or Signsany petition, notice, statement or
certificaterequired by thisAct whichisfaseinany material particular, for the
purpose of procuring any marriage, shal be deemed guilty of wilful or corrupt
perjury and shall beliableto be prosecuted and punished accordingly.
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69.-(1) Every personwho-

€)) knowingly and wilfully makesafal se declaration, or
signsafalse notice under thisAct, for the purpose of
procuring amarriage under the Foreign Marriage Act,
1892; or

(b)  forbidsamarriageunder that Act by falsely
representing himself to be aperson whose consent to
themarriageisrequired by law, knowing the
representationsto befalse,

shall beliabletothe pendtiesfor perjury and may betried and dealt within
thesamemanner inal respectsasif heweretried for perjury under the
Crimina Code.

2 Every proprietor, editor or publisher of any newspaper
publishedin Belizewhowilfully publishes, and every person sending for
such publication, any fictitiousor fal se statement of themarriage of any
person knowing it to befictitiousor faseshall beliableto afinenot
exceeding two hundred and fifty dollarsor to imprisonment for any term not
exceeding threemonths.

70. Every magistrate or senior justice of the peacewho knowingly and
wilfully performs, or permitsto be performed, inhisofficeany marriagein
thisAct declared to benull and void commitsamisdemeanour and on
convictionthereof onindictment shall beliabletoimprisonment for any term
not exceeding twoyears.

71.-(1) Every person who entersan objection with the Solicitor Genera or
magistrate against the grant of any licence or issue of any certificate, on
groundswhichtheMinister or ajudgedeclaresto befrivolousaswell as
being such asought not to obstruct the grant of thelicence, shall beliablefor
the costs of the proceedings, and for damageswhich may berecovered by
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plaint or action by the party against whose marriagethe objection hasbeen
lodged.

2 For the purposes of enabling anyoneto recover costsand 400f 1983.
damagesin any action as provided by thissection from any person who has
lodged an objection on frivolous grounds, acopy of the declaration of the
Minister purporting to be signed by him, or acopy of thejudgment of the
judge, shall be evidencethat the Minister or judge has declared the objection
to have beenlodged on groundsthat arefrivolousaswell asbeing such as
ought not to obstruct the grant of thelicence or issue of the certificate, asthe
case may be.

72.-(2) If any marriage officer, having solemnised or performed any marriage,  Omissionor
failstotransmit any Duplicate Origina Marriage Register to the Registrar refusal to comply
Generd, heshall beliable on summary convictionto afinenot exceeding four ‘gzi rements.
hundred dollars.

2 Every person who, being required by thisAct to do or perform
any other act or thing, wilfully refusesor omitsto do or performthe same
commitsan offence and on summary convictionisliableto afinenot
exceeding two hundred dollars.

PART VIII
Miscellaneous

73.-(1) After the solemnisation or performance of any marriage under this Dispensing with
Act, it shall not be necessary, in support of themarriage, or inany action, suit ~ proof of certain
or proceeding whereit may comeinto question, to give any proof of the preliminaries.
consent of anyonewhose consent thereunto isby law required, or the actual

dwelling of the partiesmarried, or of either of them, beforethemarriagein

any specified district, for any prescribed period, or that the bannswere

published, or notice of intended marriage given, inthe placewherein, or by or

to the person by or to whom, the banns ought to have been published, or the
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Prohibiting
proceedings to
compel marriage.

noticegiven, or that the marriage was solemnised or performedinthe place,
and by aperson, where and by whom it ought to have been solemnised or
performed.

2 Nothinginthissection shall prevent any evidencebeing given
that themarriageisnull and void under any provision of thisAct expresdy
declaring marriagesto benull and void, but the burden of proof shdl indl
those caseslie onthe party aleging themarriageto benull and void.

74.-(1) Inno casewhatever shall any suit or proceeding be had, inany
court, or before any jurisdiction whatever, to compel the cel ebration of any
marriage by reason of any promise of marriage contract made, or by reason
of seduction, or any causewhatever which arisesafter the commencement
of thisAct, any law or usageto the contrary notwithstanding.

2 Nothinginthissection shall prevent anyone aggrieved from
suing for or recovering damagesin any court, or by any proceedings
wherein and whereby damages may belawfully recovered for breach of
promise of marriage, or for seduction, or other cause aforesaid.

Securing of 75.-(1) Whereeither of the partiesto amarriageisaninfant, not beinga
property where widower or awidow, and ismarried under this Act without the consent of
ggﬁ:;?% the person whose consent is by law required, no property shall beacquired
marriage not from theinfant by the other party to themarriageby last will, gift, transfer or
obtained. inany other way whatever.

2 No stipul ation made by that party in any marriage settlement
for any benefit out of the property of theinfant shall bevalid or haveany
effect.

3 Theparent or guardian of theinfant whose consent hasnot
been givento that marriage may take proceedingsin the Supreme Court by
action for securing the property, and the court shall have power to order
and direct that al the property of theinfant shall be secured under the
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direction of the court for the benefit of theinfant or of theissue of the
marriage, or of both, in such manner asthe court thinksfit, for the purpose of
preventing the other spousefrom deriving any interest or pecuniary benefit
fromthemarriage.

76.  NothinginthisAct shall affect theright of any marriage officer to Marriage
receivefor any duty performed by himunder thisAct thefeesheretofore officers fees.
customarily paidto ministersof the same denomination for the performance

of that duty.

77.-(1) Every marriage celebrated prior to the commencement of thisActby ~ Savings asto
any minister of religion, or person ordinarily officiatingassuch, or magistrate, =~ Mamages

or district officer, shall beand be deemed to have been from thetime of the ggfmracu?d
. . . . orethisAct.
celebrationthereof aperfectly legal and valid marriageto dl intentsand
pUrposes.
2 Nothing inthissection shdl legdiseany marriage-
(a) declared or made, or which shall hereafter be declared
or made, invalid by any competent court, or by any law
of Belize, including Actsand lawswhich have been
repealed; or
(b) where either party thereto had another wife or husband
thenliving; or
(c) which would have been, or would be, void by reason of
relationship, kindred or alliance, or of fraud, or
incapacity to contract marriage; or
(d) where, the same being at thetime of its celebration
invalid, either of the partiesthereto afterwards, and prior
to the commencement of thisAct, hasintermarried with
some other person.
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Marriagewith
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sister validated.
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years 1897101916
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1918.

Second Schedule.
Form11.
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Form11.

60f 2

000.
THE SUBSTANTIVE LAWS OF BELIZE

78.-(1) No marriage contracted before or after 1st July, 1908, between a
man and hisdeceased wife' ssister, within Belize or without, shall be
deemed to have been or shall bevoid or voidable by reason only of such
afinity.

2 If, incasesbefore 1st July, 1898, any marriage mentionedin
subsection (1) wasannulled or either party thereto, after themarriageand
during thelifeof the other, lawfully married another, it shal bedeemedto
have become and to be void upon and after theday onwhichit wasso
annulled, or onwhich either party thereto lawfully married another.

(3) Noright, title, estate or interest, whether in possession or
expectancy, and whether vested or contingent on 1st July, 1898, existingin,
to or in respect of any property, and no act or thing lawfully done or omitted
beforethe said dateshall beprejudicialy affected.

4 A will shal not berevoked by reason of any marriage
contracted prior to 1st July, 1898, being declared valid by thissection.

79.-(1) TheRegistrar Generd shdl, onthewritten application of either party
to amarriage cel ebrated between the years 1897 and 1916, both years
inclusive, or of any issue of such amarriageand on proof to hissatisfaction
of the solemnisation of the marriage, register the particularsthereof ina
book to be provided for the purpose.

2 Asfar aspracticablethe same particulars shall beregistered
andinthesameformasthosegivenintheform of certificate containedin
Form 11.

©)] Thefailureto provesome of the particularsgivenin that form
shall not prevent theregistration of such particularsasare proved.

4 Without prejudiceto any other mode of proof, acertificatein
Form 11 purporting to be signed by the minister or magistrate or senior
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justice of the peacewho celebrated the marriage or acopy of such certificate
certified to beatrue copy of theoriginal certificate shall, unlessthe Registrar

General seesgood reason for the contrary, be accepted as sufficient proof of
the particulars specified inthe certificate or copy.

(5) A copy under the hand of the Registrar General of any entry
made by himin pursuance of thissectionwith referencetoamarriageshal in
all proceedings, whether civil or criminal, be accepted asevidence of thedue
celebration of themarriage unlessand until it isshown that themarriagewas

not duly celebrated.

FIRST SCHEDULE

PART |
Prohibited Degrees of Relationship
[Section 3(1)]

First Column. Second Column.
Mother Father
Daughter Son
Father’smother Father’sfather
Mother’smother Mother’sfather
Son’sdaughter Son'sson
Daughter’ sdaughter Daughter’sson
Siger Brother
Wife'smother Husband'sfather
Wife sdaughter Husband'sson
Father’swife Mother’shusband
Son'swife Daughter’shusband
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Father’sfather’ swife Father’smother’shusband
Mother’sfather’ swife Mother’smother’shusband
Wife sfather’ smother Husband'sfather’ sfather
Wife' smother’smother Husband’ smother’sfather
Wife'sson’sdaughter Husband'sson’sson
Wife' sdaughter’sdaughter Husband’ sdaughter’'sson
Son’'sson’swife Son’'sdaughter’ shusband
Daughter’sson’swife Daughter’ sdaughter’ shusband
Father’ssister Father’sbrother
Mother’'ssister Mother’sbrother
Brother’sdaughter Brother’'sson
Sister’sdaughter Sister’'sson

PART I

Satutory Exceptions from Prohibited Degrees of Relationship

[Section3(2)]
First Column Second Column
Deceased wife ssster Deceased sister’ shusband
Deceased brother’swife Deceased husband'sbrother
Deceased wife'sbrother’sdaughter  Father’sdeceased sister’ shusband
Deceased wife' ssster’ sdaughter Mother’sdeceased sster’ shusband
Father’sdeceased brother’swife Deceased hushand’sbrother’sson
M other’sdeceased brother’swife Deceased husbhand’ssister’sson
Deceased wife' sfather’'ssister Brother’sdeceased daughter’s
husband
Deceased wife' smother’ssister Sister’ sdeceased daughter’s
husband
Brother’sdeceased son’swife Deceased husband' sfather’ sbrother
Sister’sdeceased son’swife Deceased husband’ smother’s
brother
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SECOND SCHEDULE
FORM 1

Register of Marriage Officers

[Section 14 (1)]
No. Name Denomination Dateof Postal Address Remarks
Appointment
Origindly At
given present
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Printed by the Government Printer,
No. 1 Power Lane,
Belmopan, by the authority of
the Government of Belize.



52 CAP.174] Marriage

FORM 2
[Section40(1)]
Form of Notice of Marriage
Tothe Magistrate of the District
| (or we) the undersigned, hereby giveyou noticethat amarriageis

intended to be cel ebrated within three calendar monthsfrom the date
hereof, between me and the other party herein named and described (or us)

thatisto say:
(.:(.3' - M arri-
ition,
i.e. a09e
wido- district
WeEr, Rank Dwvell- Lenoth in
bacl or A i of which
aC Profe- oS ng Resid- the
lor, . Place N
. ssion ence parties
widow
or respe-
st ctively
dwvell
er
@
And  hereby solemnly and sincerdly declarethat know of no

impediment of kindred or alianceor other lawful hindrancetothesaid
marriage, andthat the above-named, havefor the space of threedays
immediately preceding the giving of thisnotice, had usual placeof abode
andresidence withinthe above-mentioned marriagedistrict of

7 0f 1995.

THE SUBSTANTIVE LAWS OF BELIZE REVISED EDITION 2000

Printed by the Government Printer,
No. 1 Power Lane,
Belmopan, by the authority of
the Government of Belize.



Marriage [CAP.174

53

AND further solemnly and sincerely declarethat of the partiesherein

named and described (neither isaninfant (or inlieu of the
part within brackets) (b) not being awidower (or widow) is
(or am) aninfant, and the consent of whose consent tothis

marriageisrequired by law hasbeen duly given and obtained thereto).

AND maketheforegoing declarations conscientioudy believing the
sameto betrue, pursuant to the provisionsof the Marriage Act, well knowing
that every personwho knowingly or wilfully makesany falsedeclaration, or
who signsany falsenoticefor the purpose of procuring any marriage under
theprovisionsof thesaid Act, shall suffer the penaltiesof perjury. Inwitness
whereof have hereunto set and subscribed handthis
day of 20

(Sgned)
DECLARED beforemethis day of 20
(Sgned)
Note: (a) Thenamesand particularsrel ating to the man should befirst
entered inthe several columns, and then thenamesand

particularsof thewoman placed below.

(b) If both partiesareinfants, theform must be adapted so as
to meet the case.

70f 1995,
CAPR 174,
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FORM 3
[Section43(1)]
Form of Magistrate’'s Certificate
[ Magistrate of the marriage district of
do hereby certify that onthe day of the
following noticewas duly entered in the marriage notice book of thesaid

district (here copy notice omitting the declarations at foot thereof).

Theissue of thiscertificate has not been objected to by any person
(or has been objected to but the objection has been overruled).

Thiscertificatewill bevoid unlessthemarriageissolemnised or

performed withinthree calendar monthsafter the date of the entry of
notice, namely, on or beforethe day of

(Sgned) Magidtrate.

FORM 4
[Section 46 (2)]
Notice of Marriage
TOtheRegigrar Generd
at Belize City, BELIZE.

[, A.B., hereby giveyou noticethat amarriageisintended to be
solemnised at (name of place and country) within three monthsfrom the
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date hereof between me and the other party herein named and described
(thatisto say):

Nameand Condition * Rank or Under or Dweling Length of
Surname Profession above place residence
eighteen
years of age
1
2
Witness my hand this day of , 20
(Sgned) A.B.

*Bachelor, Spinster, Widower or Widow.
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FORM 5
[Section47 (2)]
Form of Notice of Marriage
TO theRegigtrar Generd,
I (namein full of person giving thisnotice) of (addressand
description) hereby giveyou noticethat amarriageisintended to be

cel ebrated within three calendar monthsfrom the date hereof between me
and the other party herein named and described, that isto say:

Nameinfull Condition Rank or Ages Residence
Profession
A.B. Bachelor Of full age
C. D. Spinster An Infant
Witnessmy hand this (date)

(Sgnature of person giving the notice)

I, thesaid A.B. (namein full of person giving the notice) do
solemnly and sincerely declareasfollows:

D A marriageisintended to be solemnised or contracted inthe
United Kingdom between me and the above-named C.D.
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2 Both | andthesaid C.D. areBritish subjects.

3 | havefor the seven daysimmediately preceding thisdate
resdedinBdlize.

4 | believethereisno impediment of kindred or alianceor
other lawful hindranceinthe said marriage.

(5) Neither | nor thesaid C.D. isaninfant (if thisisnot the
case, state the facts as required by section 47 as, for example, “I am an
infant, but | am the widow of E.F. who died on the day of

“ or “l amaninfant and the consent of G.H. whose consent is
required to my marriage has been given as shown by thewriting under his
hand now produced to meand marked”).

AND | makethissolemn declaration conscientioudy believingthe
sameto betrue and by virtue of the provisionsof the Oaths Act. CAP 130.

DECLARED before methis day of

(Signature of declarant).

(Signature of Registrar General).
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FORM 6
[Section 48]
Form of Certificate of Notice of Marriage

| (Nameof Registrar General) Registrar General of Belize, hereby
CAP 174. certify pursuant tothe Marriage Act that on the (date) | received the
following notice of marriage (that isto say), (copy notice of marriage
including the solemn declaration) and that such noticewas posted at the
Court Housein Belizefor the period of fourteen consecutive daysand that |
am not aware of any impediment which should obstruct the solemnisation of
theabovemarriage.

WITNESS my handthis(date)

(Sgnature of Registrar General).
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[Section

60(5)]

Original Marriage Register
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20 Marriages solemnised or performed at ,inthe marriagedistrict 20 .
No. | When Namesand | Ages | Condition | Rank or Residence | After banns | Consent,
Married | surnames Profession | at thetime | or licence or | by whom
of Magistrate s | given, or
marriage | certificate Judges
order
Married at inthe marriagedigtrict aforesaid, after , by me.
(Sgned)
Marriage Officer
Thismarriagewas solemnised (or performed) betweenus { } inthe presenceof u

abeliren

¥/T 'dvO]
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m FORM 8
%
: [Section 61 (1)]
_|
< Duplicate Original Marriage Register
>
§ 20 Marriages solemnised or performed at ,inthe marriagedistrict 20 .
:
= No. | When Namesand | Ages | Condition | Rank or | Residence | After banns | Consent,
m Married | surnames Profession | at thetime | or licence or | by whom
I_UI of Magistrate s | given, or
o 3 marriage | certificate | Judges
=2 8 order
08 zg
1
8 1
W
Married at inthe marriagedigtrict aforesaid, after , by me.
P (Sgned)
< Marriage Officer
@
O
G Thismarriagewas solemnised (or performed) between u{ } inthe presenceof u
_|
9
8 Examined with the Original Marriage Register by meand found to be correct.

Marriage Officer

09
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abelire
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FORM 9

[Section 64 (4)]

Formof Original Marriage Register and of Duplicate Original Marriage Register

(MARRIAGE IN Articulo Mortis)

No. | When married | Names Condition | Rank or Ages | Marriage Father s
and Profession district and | Name and
surnames residence | Surname

at time of
marriage
Married at inthe marriagedigtrict
by (or before) me amarriageofficer of
Bdize T T—
Thismarriage was solemnised (or performed) betweenusq inthepresenceofusy
(@) (I consent to the marriage of (Signed) )
| hereby certify that immediately before the solemnisation of thismarriage, the said
solemnly declared to me in the presence of the witnesses who have attested this marriage that he

believed self to be at the point of death.
Marriage Officer.
This day of ,20

(8 Add, if circumstancesrequire.

abeliren

¥/T 'dvO]
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FORM 11

[Section 79 (2) and (3)]

Certificate of Marriage
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Under or \
When Name above the o Rank or | Residence Father's | Rank or
and * Conditi- . . Name Professio-

No and age of Professio- | at time of

where Surname | eighteen on n marri and nof

married d &€ | surname Father

years
Married in the according to law by me after declaration duly made as by
law required.
Marriage Officer.

TRIS MAITIA0E | coiiiiiii et eeeeeees L e

between us

*Bachelor, Spinster,

idower or Widow.

in the presence of

abeliren

¥/T 'dvO]
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